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TASTINGS

n the Wine Trail

As vineyard tourism soars, Dorothy J. Gaiter
and John Brecher visit 100 Napa-Sonoma
wineries. Their guide to seven-course tastings,
Persian fantasies and avoiding the crowds.

_ The small sign along crowded
Route 29 in Napa Valley said “Salvestrin
Vineyard and Winery. Open Today.”

§ So we drove in, past an oasis of fruit

| trees and a blur of playing children, and ':. : ; ' : I
| found ourselves the only people in the "'W]lcnjm“ come back'down, ﬁnd

Ty entad Larkmead Lane so you can go across to the RS
4 red wine, the young woman behind the [E8 Silverado Trail: On Larkmead Lane, dtop// :
§ ounter said, “This would be even better (B LY 111 'S Famlly Vineyards and taste’some -
with food—in fact, you want to see?” spatklmg wine. It’s one of the ever-fewer .
With that, she bounded out of the tastmg rooms in Napa that dosen’t chatgc 5t
88 tasting room and led us outside, where ~[ESSc:E tastlllg fee and one of the few servinga
B we each picked aperfectly ripe, warm- sparklcr, WlllCll will taste vety good.
from-the-sun cherry tomato, popped “about now." }
8 them into our mouths and then again
gl sipped the wine, which was indeed even
3 more delicious. Well, of course it was.
One of the questions we are asked
Ml most often is which wineries to visit in
B the Napa and Sonoma wine regions,
B so we spent more than two weeks
&8 traveling 1,000 miles around
i Wine Country and anonymously
A visiting almost (Please Turn to Page W4)



