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$10.3 million raised at Auction Napa Valley

By L. Pierce Carson

Big bottles of cult status wine, no-stone-left-unturned
trips all over the world, lavish wine parties, automo-
biles filled with collectible wine and old-fashioned star
power combined Saturday night to push Auction Napa
Valley 2008 proceeds past the $10 million mark.

The second time this decade that the valley’s trend-
setting charity wine event exceeded all expectations,
proceeds for the 28th annual fundraiser totaled $10.3
million, just $200,000 short of the record set in 2005.
“It’s fabulous,” enthused Kathleen Heitz Myers, who
co-chaired this year’s auction with her mother, Alice,
and brother, David

ABC Television president Steve McPherson shares a table with Rich Frank, partner
of Frank Family Vineyards, and TV talk show star Oprah Winfrey as McPherson
makes a bid Saturday night for the Screaming Eagle lot during Auction Napa Valley.

Noting that “people come here from all over the world” to bid on exceptional wine lots donated by the 300-member trade orga-
nization, Napa Valley Vintners, Myers said the outcome “validates what we do in the community. I can only offer praise for all

the staff and volunteers do, and thank the bidders for their support. I'm thrilled.”

Auction’s top lots

Once again, a lot that incorporated wine and Hollywood
soundstages proved a popular attraction. Rich Frank,

of Frank Family Vineyards, teamed up with ABC-TV
president Steve McPherson to offer a walk-on part in the
hit ABC series, ‘“Grey’s Anatomy,” in addition to dinner
for four with some of the cast members at Mozza, hosted
by chefs Nancy Silverton and Mario Batali. Following
the Hollywood events, Frank will whisk the quartet off
to New Zealand on an Air New Zealand Business Pre-
miere flight for a week of wine tasting and lavish tastings
and dinner parties. Also included in the lot is a five-year
vertical of etched magnums of Frank Family’s Winston
Hill cabernet sauvignon and a case of 2005 Promise,
Frank and McPherson’s new joint venture of small lot
cabernet sauvignon.

Auction regulars Jody and Stratton Sclavos, of Sarato-
ga, paid $480,000 for this lot. When Frank and McPher-
son first teamed up to make this type offer at the 25th
auction in 2005, the Sclavoses were top bidders as well,
paying $300,00 for wine, dinner with Teri Hatcher and a
“Desperate Housewives” walk-on.

Jay Leno, host of “The Tonight Show,” returned to wine
country to kick off this year’s dinner auction with trade-
mark quips and observations of current events. He tackled
everything from politics to out-of-control teen stars, from
obesity to the Pope.

His remarks tickled the crowd’s fancy, including the
queen of TV talk shows, Oprah Winfrey, who dined in
the giant white tent on the Meadowood fairway with
vintner and former Hollywood mogul Rich Frank and
ABC-TYV chief Steve McPherson, teaming up to offer
one of the auction’s coveted lots — one that included
a walk-on role on “Grey’s Anatomy”’ and an extraor-
dinary wine trip to New Zealand. While Winfrey
confessed ‘“Napa Valley is my new favorite place,” she
did not bid on any of the live auction’s 44 super lots.

The live auction brought in $8,598,000 this year, with

the popular Friday afternoon barrel auction contributing
$1,383,000. The newest adjunct of Auction Napa Valley,
the e-auction, netted $371,203 from online bidding around
the world.



