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Stars Shine as Bids Pour In

Oprah Winfrey in attendance as funnyman

Jay Leno helps coax record $10.3 million out

of wine lovers for Charity
By Peg Melnik

Jay Leno, "The Tonight Show" host with a souf-

flé of gray hair and his trademark grin, joked while
coaxing more than 600 Auction Napa Valley bid-
ders under the white tent to let go of their disposable
income.

It appeared well into the evening that the wine
auction might fall short of last year's take of $7.48
million. But a final, nearly million-dollar bid for a
dinner honoring the late Robert Mondavi pushed the
estimated total to a record $10.3 million.

Talk show host Oprah Winfrey, surrounded by a
couple of attentive security guards, joined the crowd
at Meadowood Resort in St. Helena for a dinner of
slow-poached beef tenderloin before paddle-raising
began at the 28th annual charity auction.
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Oprah Winfrey gets plenty of attention from Jay Leno, left, Rich
Frank, right as auctioneer Frtiz Hatton shakes her hand during the
Auction Napa Valley at Meadowood Resort in St. Helena, Saturday
June 7, 2008

"Napa Valley is my new favorite place," Winfrey

said. "I was drinking wine this afternoon and looking

out at the valley. It's the ideal you have in your head
about how you want to live your life, but you only
get to live it once in a while."

There were some hotly contested auction
packages, especially the lot from Frank Fam-
ily Vineyards in Calistoga, which sold for
$480,000. It featured a walk-on role in the hit
TV series "Grey's Anatomy," as well as a trip
to New Zealand for four.

Sunday, June 8, 2008

B~ 0y,
Photo Credit: Kent Porter / The Press Democrat
Jody and Stratton Sclavos celebrate their winning bid for the Frank Family
Winery lot, during the Auction Napa Valley at Meadowood Resort in St.
Helena, Saturday June 7, 2008.

Napa's event, long the leader in charitable wine auc-
tions worldwide, has been surpassed by the Naples
festival, which raised $14 million in January. The
Napa auction still trumps Sonoma County wine auc-
tions, with Sonoma Paradisio the most successful,
raising $2 million last year.

The bidding capped off a week of events that includ-
ed dinner parties and tastings.

More than 3,000 people went to Friday's kickoff,
Taste Napa Valley at Trinchero Family Estates in
St. Helena. Wine lovers listened to live jazz, grazed
on skewered chicken kabobs, and bid on barrel and
online auction lots.
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Oprah Winfrey greets Jody Sclavos, middle and her husband Stratton,
after the Sclavos' bid $350,000 for the Frank Family Vineyards (Rich
Frank, left) lot during the Auction Napa Valley at Meadowood Resort
in St. Helena, June 7, 2008

Auction Napa Valley benefits local health, children's
and housing organizations, including Community
Health Clinic Ole, Boys & Girls Clubs and Napa
Valley Community Housing.



