
"I've walked past," said Margaret Shirley, a former pas-
try chef at Bouchon. "I don't want to bother her."

But the real celebrity of the night attended in spirit 
only: Robert Mondavi. Mondavi, whose presence often 
anchored the annual auction, died on May 16. Monda-
vi's legacy was commemorated with a massive lot that 
included a dinner for 90 at Copia, the American Center 
for Wine, Food & the Arts, at $10,000 a head prepared 
by an all-star team of Charlie Trotter, Alice Waters, Ju-
lian Serrano, Gary Danko and Jean-Georges Vongerich-
ten, plus wines from nine sponsoring wineries. The lot, 
which was initially planned as a 95th birthday tribute to 
Mondavi, raised $860,000.

Also prompting a battle was a lot from Frank 
Family Vineyards that included a walk-on role 
on ABC's "Grey's Anatomy," which went for 
$480,000. It was bought by former VeriSign 
CEO Stratton Sclavos, of Saratoga, for his wife, 
Jody - or, as he put it, "the pretty one." It was 
a repeat performance for Sclavos, who bought 
a walk-on role on "Desperate Housewives" in 
2005. This time, the win came with a hug from 
Winfrey, who attended with ABC Entertain-
ment president Stephen McPherson but didn't 
bid herself.
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The auction raised $10.35 million, a jump from last 
year but short of its $10.5 million record in 2005 
and not quite at the level of the $14 million raised by 
the Naples Winter Wine Festival in Florida in Janu-
ary. It was a solid showing but proof that even a few 
months has made the wealthy hesitant to dip into 
their wallets in what even the Napa Valley Vintners 
termed "a challenging economic climate." The ticket 
prices, which held steady at $2,500 apiece, ensured 
that those who made it through the door could afford 
to spend big. But those on stage had to work extra 
hard for the cash.

"It was a night where if you kept asking, you got," 
said auctioneer Fritz Hatton. 

Though many attendees quietly noted lesser energy 
in the room, there was still plenty of cause for excite-
ment - specifically thanks to Oprah Winfrey, whose 
presence managed to overshadow even headline act 
Jay Leno. 

As early as Friday afternoon, Oprah's name was on 
all lips. Claims of Oprah sightings were manifest, 
even if the talk-show star proved more elusive that 
day than a bottle of unoaked Chardonnay. Oprah had 
just stopped to taste wine. Oprah was wearing yel-
low. Where, indeed, was Oprah?

By Saturday evening, there was no doubt. Winfrey 
sat in the middle of the auction tent, wearing a flow-
ing white gown and chatting with the few fans bold 
enough to approach. Most gazed from a distance.

Top single lots 
Screaming Eagle $500,000
Frank Family Vineyards $480,000
Harlan Estate $340,000

Top barrel lot 
Shafer Vineyards $85,100

Top online lot 
Domaine Chandon $19,976

Oprah Winfrey watches bidders during the annual Auction Napa 
Valley last weekend at Meadowood Resort in St. Helena. 
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