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Auction Napa Valley raises $10.35 million

By David Stoneberg
STAFF WRITER

Comedian Jay Leno wowed the crowd Saturday night at the 28th annual Auction
Napa Valley and the crowd, in turn, opened their hearts and wallets for Napa Coun-
ty’s neediest citizens.

When all was said and done, the four-day gala raised an estimated $10.35 million.
The Napa Valley Vintners, a nonprofit trade organization that produces the auction,
will donate the proceeds from the E-auction ($371,000), Friday’s Barrel Auction
($1.38 million) and Saturday’s live auction ($8.6 million) to local charities.

Oprah in the crowd

A former Napa County resident, Dulce Farmer, who runs her own Sacramento
firm, was responsible for hiring Leno this year and Dana Carvey last year, for Auc-
tion Napa Valley. Several times she raised her paddle, leaving it up from $20,000
to $80,000 for one of the most popular items: The Frank Family Vineyards lot,
which included wine, a walk-on role for “Grey’s Anatomy” and a trip to New
Zealand. The $80,000 Farmer bid wasn’t nearly enough as bidding quickly jumped
to $340,000 and then $360,000. As bidding stalled at $420,000, auctioneer But-

ler asked Oprah Winfrey, who was in the crowd, “Oprah, do you want a walk-on
role on ‘Grey’s Anatomy’?” The laugh seemed to work, as the lot was sold for
$480,000.
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