America's Best Tasting Rooms

FRANK FAMILY VINEYARDS, CALISTOGA. This has to be one of
the worst tasting rooms in Napa Valley— but one of the best
tasting experiences. Crowded into a dilapidated building, it’s
probably the only tasting room in Napa Valley that doesn't
charge for tasting any wines, yet the wines are superb and

the staff and visitors always have fun. You start with sparkling
wines, but you may be invited into the crowded back room for
the good stuff (don't trip on the undulating floor). Taste rich
Chardonnays, Pinot Noirs, Zinfandels, and Cabernets, most
sold only at the tasting room. Sadly for traditionalists, tast-
ing will soon move into an old house on the property, but the
winery will still probably remain locals’ favorite visit in Napa
Valley. (1091 Larkmead Lane; 800.574.9463; www.frankfamily-
vineyards.com; tasting complimentary)—Paul Franson



