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A tribute dinner for Robert Mondavi becomes the top lot at the 28th annual charity event 
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The Frank Family lot, another perennial favorite, took in $480,000. For-
mer VeriSign CEO Stratton Sclavos of Saratoga, Calif., who has snatched 
up the Frank Family Vineyards' lot in previous years, walked away with a 
bounty that included a walk-on role on the popular Grey’s Anatomy TV 
show, tickets to star-studded American Film Institute Lifetime Achieve-
ment awards in Los Angeles, dinner prepared by Mario Batali, a six-night 
luxury trip to New Zealand wine country and a collection of wines.

Frank Family Vineyards and 
Promise Wine—$480,000 
Includes a walk-on role in an episode 
of Grey's Anatomy, tickets to the 
star-studded American Film Institute 
Lifetime Achievement awards in Los 
Angeles, dinner prepared by Mario 
Batali, a six-night luxury trip to New 
Zealand wine country and a collec-
tion of wines.

During the bidding for the 
Frank lot, auctioneer Fritz Hat-
ton tried to coax Winfrey, who 
was sitting in the audience, into 
buying the lot, saying "Oprah, 
you want a walk-on on Grey's 
Anatomy, don't you?" Winfrey, 
one of the most powerful peo-
ple in entertainment, laughed 
cordially.

Auction emcee Jay Leno and guest Oprah Winfrey 
share a laugh during a lull in the auction action. 

Oprah Winfrey with Stephen McPherson (left)  
and Richard Frank; the two men put together 
one of the top lots for the auction. 


